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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends, 


Spring and summer are the times of Quaker gatherings, 

it seems, and this issue brings you tidings of great joy and 
invitations to contemplation. This is a short issue, yes, but it 
contains perspectives on a great swath of the Quaker world. I 
hope you enjoy hearing about the Friends World Committee 
6th World Conference as much as I have, and that you get a 
chance to talk with some of the attenders in person. And though 
I was unable to attend the Women’s Theology Conference this 
year, I have since felt the vibrancy of its spirit bubbling through 
the Quaker world, online, through Ashley’s article here, and in 
conversations with those who were there. 


I know that Pendle Hill is a wonderful place that hosts great 
workshops and programs, but the fact of the matter is that it’s 
3,000 miles away, and I know there are a lot of gifted Friends 
much closer to home who have much to offer as workshop 
leaders and ministers of all sorts. Ben Lomond Quaker 

Center in California has noticed this too, and is beginning to 
experiment with offering longer programs to make the journey 
to their beautiful redwood-shaded campus more worth it to 
Friends outside the Bay Area. If you are so led, please join me 
and a wonderful host of Friends for the first of these programs, 
9/23-29. Titled “Quakers... In The Life”, this week offers daily 
worship, short presentations/workshops, and plenty of time 
for music, fellowship and individual retreat. At the end of our 
time together, we will produce a reflection piece of some sort 
to take back to our meetings as a seed for further corporate 
engagement with what it means to be a Friend. Details and 
registration info are online at http://www.quakercenter.org/ 
quakers-in-the-life/. 


This may come as a surprise to many of you, but it’s been over 
four years since I began my tenure as the editor of Western 
Friend. In those four years, I have been gifted beyond my 
dreams with new friends, wonderful stories, challenges that 
have brought tremendous growth, and the privilege of doing 
work I love and care about. Thank you to the board of Western 
Friend in 2008, who took a risk and hired me! 


And now I am feeling the nudge that tells me it’s time to move 
on. It’s work that takes laserlike focus to do well, and mine is 
beginning to slip. So, as of 2013, it’s out with the old, in with 
the new! Right now, the board is busy listening, trying to figure 
out what changes we need to make to this job and to Western 
Friend in order to bring it into the 21st Century. Look for a job 
announcement come this fall, and please help us discern the 
future of Western Friend. 


Z Kathy Hyzy, Editor 


503-956-4709 
editor@westernfriend.org 
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Help Us Help You: 


Please Take the “Future of Western Friend” Survey! 


Current Editor Kathy Hyzy is leaving Western Friend in December 2012. We're 
taking advantage of this opportunity to ask Friends in Pacific, North Pacific and 
Intermountain Yearly Meetings to help shape the next phase of Western Friend! 


What do you want from Western Friend? Just a magazine? How about those 
great books we publish every couple of years, like Marge Abbott’s To Be Broken 
and Tender? Have you enjoyed a workshop or other in-person event 
sponsored by Western Friend? 


Where is the life of the Spirit flourishing among Western Quakers, and how can 
Western Friend best support it? Please tell us online at WesternFriend. 
org: just scroll down to the bottom of the home page to The Future of Western 
Friend. Five questions, ten minutes. The survey closes 8/20- don't delay! 


Cover: 


Photos by Joe Snyder, Bridge City Meeting 
in Portland ,Oregon, from the 6th World 
Conference of Friends in Kabarak, Kenya, 
April 2012. Joe is in the middle of the center 
top photo. Other notables include middle 
left, Friends from the Pacific Northwest; 
and the plenary hall full of Friends from 
around the globe, bottom. 


Future Issues 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER: 
Annual Sessions 


NOVEMBER: TBA 
DECEMBER: Annual Arts Issue 


Do you have an article idea for any of 
these topics, or for an unrelated article or 
artwork? Please let us know. 

Email editor@westernfriend.org or call 
503-956-4709. 
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4 Let It Shine! 


BY JUDITH FAVOR 


dozen years ago when I joined Southern 

California Friends for a silent retreat at the 
Benedictine monastery adjoining Camp Pendleton, 
I turned a cold shoulder to the nearby Marines. I, 
a self-proclaimed dove, wanted nothing to do with 
hawks. Now I feel differently. What has changed? 
The capacity to notice myself separating people into 
friends (Friends) and enemies (Marines. ) 


The resonance of monastery bells opens this 
Quaker heart to the warriors next door... 
Contemplation in community equips Friends 
to enter the fray of 21st-century peace-making. 
Compassion erases the lines between good 
and evil, light and dark, us and them. 


My dualistic thinking goes back to early childhood. 

I recall countless rants at the dinner table as my dad 
criticized the plutocrats (his bosses) and stuck up for 
the milk-truck drivers (his fellow Teamsters.) Old 
habits go deep. I did not challenge Dad’s authority. 
To me, it seemed natural to divide folks into good 
(us) and bad (them). It’s a flaw of mine that I did 
not ask questions even when questions might be 
expected, for example in conversations about money 
and power. While I thought of myself as diffident, 
others might have interpreted me as disinterested. 

I wondered silently what Dad’s bosses might think 
about these topics, but never dared to ask. 


Quakers taught me how to ask questions. Pages 

of Advices and Queries from Faith and Practice 
were posted on the refrigerator in the home of 
Friends in Los Altos where I lived during a period of 
homelessness. I focused on a query each time I was 
in the kitchen. Developing the capacity to question 
myself has strengthened me, over time, to also 
question authorities and political candidates. 


Queries are presented to participants during each 
Silent Retreat. Pondering queries contemplatively, in 
community, is one of the ways Friends have found to 
develop greater compassion for “the other.” 
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BROKEN HEARTS, HEALING HEARTS 
: A SILENT RETREAT WITH SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FRIENDS 


As I prepare for the 15th annual Friends’ Silent’ 
Retreat at Prince of Peace Abbey, I go with a sense 

of mutual belonging. “U.S.Military Installation. No 
Trespassing” warnings are posted on the fence at the 
edge of the monastery grounds. I stand on one side of 
the divide, waving to children on the other side. We 
can see each other through the open chain-link fence. 
Sometimes kids riding tricycles will wave back, or 
boys shooting hoops on a cul-de-sac. May your Daddy 
come home whole, I pray. May your family be well. 
May you be happy. May you live in peace. 


As I see it, the fence between monastery and 
military signifies one of the tragic gaps about which 
Parker Palmer writes. “By tragic gap I mean the 


FRIENDS HOUSE 
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gap between what is and what could and should be. 
There is no way to be human without having one’s 
heart broken,” he states. “And the aim of every 
religious tradition is to transform the broken-open 
heart into new life. I advocate standing and acting in 
the tragic gap between reality and possibility.” 


I sense Parker Palmer’s presence as I walk the fence 
line, wishing I could talk to the Marines next door. Less 
diffident now and more direct, I would ask, “What do 
you seek? Did you enlist to connect with a new sense 

of aliveness? Is it about bread and butter, a route to 
economic security? What is the spiritual attraction 

of war for you? Is it about learning new skills and 
developing new strengths? Did you enlist because 
something big is happening in conflicts abroad? Do you 
fear what may happen in the world if you don’t fight? 


Contemplative practice has changed the way I 
think, freed me to imagine the hopes of young 
enlistees. Do they hope to engage in something big? 
Seek new challenges? Hope to find a new sense 

of belonging in the exclusive community of the 
United States Marine Corps? I, too, seek to belong 
with like-minded people. I, too, long to take part 

in something big. Marines approach it via weapons 


For over 30 years, Friendship Village residents have enjoyed 
a secure retirement lifestyle with exceptional services and 
amenities. Plus, with life care, they have the assurance of 
on-site assisted living and skilled nursing. So free yourself 
from worry about the future, and focus on getting more out 


of life at Friendship Village Tempe! 
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training. Friends approach it via contemplation. 
The resonance of monastery bells opens this Quaker 
heart to the warriors next door. The clatter of 
helicopters prompts me to sense within my own 
broken heart any attraction I may have to the god 
of war. As artillery booms in the distance, I am led 
to identify persons that I avoid and groups that I 
shun. Contemplation in community equips Friends 
to enter the fray of 21st-century peace-making. 
Compassion erases the lines between good and evil, 
light and dark, us and them. 


“Can we be equitable?” asks Palmer. “Can we be 
generous? Can we listen with our whole beings, not 
just our minds, and offer our attention rather than 
our opinion?” 

On Labor Day weekend 2012, you are invited to join 
Southern California Friends in silence, focusing on 
“Broken Hearts, Healing Hearts: Contemplative 
Compassion Practices for Self and Others.” 

Contact Judy Leshefka at (858) 277-5306 or email 
judyleshefka@gmail.com RE: Silent Retreat. 


Judith Favor is a member of Claremont Friends 
Meeting in California. 


Friendship 
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(a. ; 
couaLnousne Managed by {Life Care Services™ 


(480) 831-5000 = www.friendshipvillageaz.com 


July/August 2012 


Invits ng Grace 


by Ashley Wilcox 


Given as a message out of worship 
at the Pacific Northwest Quaker Women’s Theology Conference, June 13-17, 2012 


few years ago, I began reading the Bible straight 

through. This was not my first experience 
with the Bible. I went to a Christian school for 
kindergarten through eighth grade where Bible was 
a class, like math or history, and I once got a bad 
grade on a report card for refusing to recite memory 
verses (after that, I went back to reciting memory 
verses). So I was familiar with it, but I wanted to 
read it all the way through. 


One thing I dreaded when I started reading the Bible 
was the epistles. I had never cared much for the 
Apostle Paul before. I mostly associated him with 
rules, especially rules about women. I was surprised 
on this reading to find him a kindred spirit. 


The verses that made me fall in love with the apostle 
Paul are Romans 1:10-11 (MSG): - 


“.,. every time I think of you in my prayers, which 
is practically all the time, I ask God to clear the 
way for me to come and see you. The longer this 
waiting goes on, the deeper the ache. I so want to 
be there to deliver God’s gift in person and watch 
you grow stronger right before my eyes!” 


I relate. I am thirty years old and I have not lived 

in the same city for more than three years in a row 
since I was 17. That means that I live far away from 
many people that I love. It is wonderful when I get 
to see them. And like Paul, I write to the people that 
I miss who are far away. 


My re-reading of the Bible showed me that Paul’s story 
teaches us how to invite grace. I think part of what 
made Paul’s letters speak to me differently this time 
was a deepening of my own approach to the Bible. 


How | READ THE BIBLE 


I read the Bible in the same way that I listen to 
messages in meeting for worship: I start with the 


assumption that the message was inspired by the 
Spirit, but with the understanding that it may not 
be for me that day. So I read the Bible, listen for the 
voice of God, pay attention to what is for me at that 
time, and let go of anything that is not. 


I also read the Bible to find my own story, and I see a 
lot of my story reflected in Paul’s story. He is single, 

he studied the law, he does his best to keep a young, 
struggling church together... there is a lot there that I 
relate to. He works so hard and cares so much about 
the people he is writing to, I can’t help but feel for him. 
As I share Paul’s story and some of my own, I invite 
you to listen for how those stories reflect your story. 


INVITING GRACE 
BY DOING THE COMPLETELY WRONG THING 


The first way that Paul’s story shows us that we can 
invite grace is by doing the completely wrong thing. 


Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous 
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to 

the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 
there who belonged to the Way, whether men 

or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 


“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 


“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 
replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” 


Acts 9:1-6 (NIV). 


Here Paul, who is still called Saul, has this traveling 
minute from the high priests to go out and persecute 
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members of the early church. He has already 
been involved in killing believers. He is doing the 
completely wrong thing. But instead of ending up 
where he thinks he is going, he has a life-changing 
encounter with God. 


That is grace; that is love. We say “God is love” like 
it’s an easy platitude, but anyone who has ever loved 
anyone else knows that sometimes love is hard. 


Now, I have never killed anyone or persecuted 
members of the church, but a few years ago, my 

life was not headed in the best direction. I had 
recently graduated with a law degree that I was very 
ambivalent about, I had moved to a new city where 
I didn’t know very many people, I had a job I didn’t 
like very much, and I was trying to get out of an 
unhealthy relationship that just would not end. I 
wasn't behaving as badly as Paul, but it didn’t seem 
like I was on the path to ministry either. 


While all of that was happening, people kept asking 
me if I was going to the Quaker Women’s Theology 
Conference. I said no; I didn’t have any vacation 
time, it was too expensive, just no. But people kept 
asking and, at the last minute, I registered, wrote 

a reflection paper that had nothing to do with the 
theme, and went. 


I found the Pacific Northwest Quaker Women’s 
Theology Conference challenging, though not for 
the reasons you might expect. I cry easily, but I was 
crying a lot that weekend, even for me. I felt like 
God was holding up parts of my life that I had been 
unwilling to face, and asking me to deal with them. I 
felt broken open and very tender. 


Somehow during the conference, I ended up as 
co-clerk of the planning committee for the next 
conference. At that point, I had been on about one 
and a half committees and I had never clerked 
anything in my life. 


So by the time we got to the final worship, I was 
done. I was exhausted and I just wanted to go home. 
That’s not the best way to enter into worship, but it 
is where I was. 


And then, out of the silence, God spoke to me. God 
said, “It is not always going to be this easy.” 


I said, “What?” Of all the words I could think of to 


describe my experience at the conference, “easy” was 
not one of them! 


God responded, “Yes, this is the easy part. It is going 
to be a lot harder after this. But I will be there too.” 


Like Paul, I felt shattered and overwhelmed by 
my encounter with God. Which brings me to the 
next way that we can invite grace into our lives, by 
inviting grace to come through other people. 


INVITING GRACE THROUGH OTHER PEOPLE 
Back to Paul’s story: 


The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led 
him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he 
was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 


Acts 9:7-9. 


Immediately after his encounter with God, Paul 
needs other people. The men who were traveling with 
Paul did not have the same experience that he did, 
but they know something big has happened. So they 
take him by the hand and lead him into Damascus. 


I too have had many people take me by the hand, 
literally and figuratively. One of the most important 
things that others did for me was to sit with me. 
After the women’s conference, I felt like my life had 
been turned upside down, so I asked to meet with 

a clearness committee. At that point, I could only 
bear to have two women listen to me, and they did. 
After the meeting, they said they thought we should 
meet again, so a few months later, we met again. 
Eventually, I began to meet once a month witha 
support committee that had grown to four women. 
I am grateful for how they sat with me and listened 
to me as I tried to find words to describe what was 
happening to me. 


So, too, did grace come to Paul through another: 


In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. 
The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 


“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 


The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus 
named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his 
hands on him to restore his sight.” 


“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many 
reports about this man and all the harm he has 
done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has 
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come here with authority from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.” 


But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my 
chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name.” 


Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road 
as you were coming here—has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength. 


Acts 9:10-17 (NIV). 


I love how Ananias fights with God here; it shows 
how they are in relationship. God is asking him 

to meet with Saul, who Ananias knows has been 
persecuting Christians. He doesn’t want to do it 
because it seems dangerous. But God tells Ananias 
that God has chosen Paul to do this work, so Ananias 
obeys and God’s grace came through Ananias. 


Saul spent several days with the disciples in 
Damascus. At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those 
who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t 
he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among 
those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come 
here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 
Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled 
the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus 
is the Messiah. 


Acts 9:19-22. 


Very shortly after Paul’s conversion, he began doing 
ministry. He wasn’t alone, though, he had others 
with him. Within a couple months of the women’s 
conference, I started doing traveling ministry too, 
traveling to meetings and churches to worship with 
them and share about the women’s conference. It 
seemed strange at the time for me to travel in the 
ministry because I didn’t have a car. I still don’t have 
a car, but I have traveled in the ministry using many 
different types of transportation. And, like Paul, I 
was not alone. I traveled with others- ministers and 
elders- and I had many other people supporting me 
along the way, praying for me and giving me books 
and advice and money. There were many times when 
I wasn’t sure how I was going to make it through the 
month, when a check appeared in my mailbox. 
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I also received grace from others through hospitality. 
I was born and raised in Alaska and some of the 

first meetings and churches I visited were in Alaska. 
I went to Homer Friends Meeting and Anchorage 
Friends Meeting, and they were very welcoming. 


I kept trying to get in touch with Anchorage Friends 
Church, but I couldn’t get anyone on the phone. 
Finally, on a Sunday morning, I got through. I asked 
when their worship began and the person on the 
phone said it would be in ten minutes. I borrowed 
my parents’ car and hurried over. 


Most of the Friends Churches in Alaska are Native 
Alaskan because of the work Friends missionaries 
did there, and when I first walked in, the adult 
religious education class was in a language I didn’t 
understand. Later, at the worship service, I was one 
of three or four white faces in a room of about 45 
people. The Friends had me announce the women’s 
conference, and I could hear them saying what a 
blessing it would be for their women to be able to go. 


Woh new lookes lot 
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4Ou, just a better, more COL 
version OF you. 


Then a woman who was not their usual pastor got 
up to give the message. She had recently been to a 
Quaker gathering and was sharing a message that 
another woman had given there. I had never heard 
someone do that before, but it was clear when she 
spoke that she had the message. The message she 
gave was about being welcoming to people who are 
different. Near the end, though, she realized that 
she had forgotten the last page of the message. She 
didn’t know how it ended, so she just looked up and 
said that everyone should welcome the woman who 
came from Washington to share about the women’s 
conference! They all welcomed me and I felt God’s 
grace come through them. 


INVITING GRACE TO COME THROUGH US 


The final way that we can invite grace is by inviting 
it to come through us-- through you, through me, 
through all of us. This can be hard because we feel 
unworthy. Paul felt the same way. He said, 


For I am the least of the apostles and do not even 
deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. But by the grace of God Iam 
what I am, and God’s grace to me was not without 
effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not 
I, but the grace of God that was with me. 


I Corinthians 15:9-10 (NIV). 
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This also looks different for each of us. Grace coming 
through you looks a lot like you, just a better, 

more courageous version of you. As II Timothy 1:7 
reminds us, God does not give us a spirit of fear, but 
of power and love and a sound mind. Following God 
makes us more of the person God made us to be, 
more of who we are. 


Paul did not have a complete personality change 
when he began his ministry. He was still a leader 
who studied the law, but he changed direction. 
Sometimes he screwed things up; we can see that in 
the Bible. Sometimes I do too, and I think it’s for the 
same reason: wanting to be right, which isolates me 
from other people and from God. 


But other times, the things he wrote were beautiful: 


If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am only a resounding gong ora 
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and 
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and surrender my body to the flames, but 
have not love, I gain nothing. 


I Corinthians 13:1-3. 


That is poetry. We all know the next part, because 
it is read at every wedding, but it is not really about 
romantic love. It is about God. 


Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self- 
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 


I Corinthians 13:4-8. 


Like Paul, sometimes God gives me hard things to 
say. Other times- and sometimes at the same time- I 
get to give messages that are filled with joy and hope 
and love, and I am grateful for those times. 


These ways of inviting grace are not a linear 
progression. It’s not like you graduate from doing 
completely the wrong thing, then graduate from 
receiving grace from other people, and go on to 

only having grace come through you. These ways of 
inviting grace are circular; I like to think of them as 
a spiral, creating bigger and bigger circles as we keep 
coming around. 


We can’t help but invite grace. We invite grace 
with everything we do, even the things that seem 
completely wrong. God is always waiting and 


We can’t help but invite grace. We invite 
grace with everything we do, even the 


t ings that seem completely wrong. 
God is always waiting and available to 


give US grace : 


available to give us grace. In my experience, though, 
what we do affects how that grace appears. When 
we ignore God, God sometimes has no choice but 

to come with fire and power, big signs that leave 

us shattered. But when we spend time listening 

to the ways of the Spirit, God can guide us with 
smaller nudges, through other people, and through 
ourselves. Listen. 


Ashley M. Wilcox is presiding clerk of Freedom 
Friends Church in Salem, Oregon, and a graduate 

of the School of the Spirit Ministry’s program “On 
Being a Spiritual Nurturer.” She carries a concern 
for supporting ministers in the Religious Society of 
Friends, and writes regularly about her spiritual 
journey on her blog, questforadequacy.blogspot.com. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
Quakers in Pastoral Care 


and Counseling 


Circles of Trust 


September 13-16, 2012 


The Conference Center at Quaker Hill 8 Richmond, Indiana 


Rejoin soul and role: The Circle of Trust 
approach, developed by fellow Friend Parker 
J. Palmer, offers the opportunity to reconnect 
with a source of Inner Wisdom through large 
group, small group and solitary work. 


QPCC conference facilitators JOHN FENNER and and ALLISON 
DEHART will introduce participants to the Circle of Trust process; 
offer a direct experience of a Circle of Trust; and explore how Circles 
of Trust can inform your professional work. John and Allison have 
been Circles of Trust facilitators since 2003 and 2010, respectively. 


QUAKERS IN PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING is an organization 
of Friends in ministries of pastoral care, counseling, spiritual 
direction and chaplaincy. The QPCC annual conference is not just 
another professional convention. Rather, it is a time for refreshment 
and connection in a supportive and loving community. 
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Salt and Light: 


Reflections from the 6th World Conference of Friends 


sketches by Katya Thronweber, Intermountain YM 


In April of this year, roughly 850 Friends from the world over, of all the 
many branches of Friends, gathered for eight days of intentional seeking 
and fellowship. You may have already had an opportunity to hear about 
the experience firsthand from the more than 35 people who attended 
from Pacific, North Pacific and Intermountain Yearly Meetings. Those 
of us in attendance at Intermountain Yearly Meeting’s Annual Sessions 
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in June were welcomed in the opening session by an Africansongand * | sone STS 


stories from those who went to Kenya. It was a wonderful invitation to 


feel the presence of Quakers around the globe. Many were particularly ha o 
moved by the fact that six of the eight from IMYM were young adults. pe Tne 


Three of them- and others- share their experiences here! -The Editor 


A Return to the Rift Valley 


Margery Post Abbott, North Pacific YM 


ost of what I saw of the Rift Valley was 

from the bus driving to and from Kabarak 
University, just north of Nakuru. The road was so 
much better than it was twenty years ago when I 
last made the journey up-country from Nairobi for 
the 5th World Conference in 1991, thanks to the 
Chinese for whom it is a major freight artery. The 
Valley itself is a stunning 1,000 foot or more drop 
from the escarpment on the Nairobi side, abutting a 
vast expanse of savannah — the Masai Mara with all 
its wild game and its cattle. The valley is a source of 
fruit and flower exports to the Western world. It is 
also home to major lakes which shimmer pink in the 
density of flamingoes at certain times. My seatmate 
spoke both of the huge acreage controlled by single 
individuals or corporations and of the new housing 
blocks we saw, built recently to house people whose 
homes were burnt during the post-election violence 
in 2007/8. All of this just hints of the complexity of 
Kenya, which is so important to the future of Africa 
as well as the center of the largest concentration of 
Quakers in the world. 


Worshipping in the midst of 850 Quakers is 
something I hope everyone can experience sometime. 
The daily worship time was filled with Ugandan song, 
Peruvian testimony to God’s help in the midst of 


violence, a Kenyan calling all of us to integrity and 
witness for peace in the world, frequent prayer, and 
many messages of hope and of chastisement as well 
as times of the familiar call to expectant worship 
out of the silence. It was amazing to be on the stage, 
facing the packed auditorium as Noah Baker Merrill 
offered the message out of the silence on behalf 

of those of us from North America. Another day a 
college-aged woman from The Philippines walked to 
the podium to offer her message, looked around the 
room and simply said “WOW!” 


This was one of the very few gatherings of Friends to 
even approximate our current global demographics. 
While no one agrees how many Quakers there are in 
the world at this point, it is pretty clear that there are 
about three times as many African Friends as North 
Americans, and the overwhelming majority of us 
worship with music, Bible reading and an expectation 
of an extended message from the pastor, an 
evangelist, or another designated Friend. Certainly, it 
is one thing to know this in my head and yet another 
to experience the reality of clerking the Epistle 
Committee where the Congolese Quaker spoke 
French and loved to get into theological debates with 
the Burundian who was translating for him. Or, I 
have to admit, to recognize particular individuals I 
was searching for amid a multitude of black faces. 


What do you say to the woman in your Home Group 
who speaks of having been surrounded by the bodies 
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and blood of her colleagues during an attempted 
coup? Do you sing along as others offer praise for 
being washed in the blood of the Lamb that is Christ? 
Do you do more than listen to the intense back and 
forth between the American who is convinced that 
local police are turning inconvenient people over to 
gangs for beatings and worse, and the Kenyan who is 
certain that the rule of law is just in their nation? 


There were also the times spent listening to the 
South Pacific Islander and the Dutch Friend speak 
of their common concerns about rising sea levels. 
Many, many Friends echoed the call to be a people 
of peace, be it by stopping violence in the home 

or seeking to prevent further bloodshed during 

the upcoming Kenyan elections. Here it is easy 

to feel at home — this is the Quakerism I know. 
Simultaneously, I could not help but be conscious 
that some of these people working for peace may 
well have their homes burned, may well have already 
lost family members to the killings. They want our 
prayers. How else can we stand with them, we who 
enjoy the comfort of our homes and meetings far 
from such fear? 


We are very much a part of the broken 
world and can sometimes see that 
brokenness in ourselves. 


This 6th World Conference focused strongly on what 
brings us together as a worldwide Religious Society 
— something crucial to us, especially as such a small 
denomination. In this venue, space was there for at 
least the first step in building the relationships which 
might tie us together. But the strong differences 
were not far from people’s hearts as someone tore 
down an epistle from North American Gays and 
Lesbians offering prayers for the World Conference. 
Nor when Daniel Arap Moi, the second president of 
Kenya and now Chancellor of Kabarak University 
(where we were meeting) was invited by the Local 
Planning Committee to address us. Moi’s reputation 
as president is poor at best. Some people left 

the auditorium before he arrived, but significant 
numbers of Kenyans respect the positions he has 
held, if not all that he did. 


Listening to the speakers and noting the youth of 
several, I have great hopes for us as Friends. There 
is much to be thankful for. Listening to the quieter 
commentary of those with more detailed knowledge 
of the day-to-day realities is quite another thing. We 
are very much a part of the broken world and can 
sometimes see that brokenness in ourselves. Jocelyn 
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Burnell urged us not to rush too quickly to heal, that 
there is work and transformation to happen in that 
broken place and a potential ministry arising from 
our woundedness. 


One of the most unusual conversations I had was 
with two young Kenyan women who are “praise 
leaders” in their churches. They said peace was 

an important part of their faith, but struggled to 
understand what I meant by the peace testimony 
as they linked it mainly to domestic violence. Our 
conversation on Friends’ testimony to integrity 
brought up surprising dimensions as they had been 
taught to see some of the Old Testament stories as 
examples of lying as being part of God’s plan — an 
interpretation quite confusing to me. 


The various in-depth interchanges I had during my 
days in Kenya confirmed my sense that if we, liberal, 
North American Quakers, want to influence the rest 
of the Religious Society of Friends we must be willing 
to know the Bible stories better, be respectful of 

faith others place in that text and be knowledgeable 
about how the testimonies we cherish are grounded 
in that source as well as in the Spirit that inspired its 
writing. Without that, we have little starting point for 
conversation with the majority of our counterparts 
around the world who cherish this book as much as 
we do our testimonies. 


Incredible hugs greeted me when Mellap, whose 
family hosted me for a week twenty years ago, and I 
met outside the auditorium. The delight in her face 
amazed me and told me all I needed to know about 
why I came. 


Marge is a member of Multnomah Meeting in 
Portland, Oregon. 


The Will To Transparency 
Jill Anderson, Pacific YM 


t the Reunion General de los Amigos in Mexico 

in June, Paty Constantino, Judith Vargas, and 
I each shared one of our defining experiences of the 
World Gathering. A friend suggested my thoughts 
might be summarized as a “will to transparency.” It 
could also be described as “what happens when 850 
amazing people from around the world get together 
to listen deeply to each other with a personal and full 
intention to be changed by the experience.” 


At the gathering, I participated in and overheard 
many difficult conversations about topics ranging 
from gross wealth inequality, biblical authority 
and continuing revelation, gender discrimination, 
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threats of food insecurity, pervasive prejudice 
against our gay brothers and sisters, and the future 
of Quakerism. Although some of the conversations 
were quite uncomfortable at times, I was impressed 
by the will to honesty as well as the will to listen 
exhibited by Quakers of all faiths and practices. As 
FWCC Section of the Americas Executive Secretary 
Robin Mohr said in a conference call following the 
gathering, we dealt with many of the historic and 
significant differences that divide the worldwide 
Quaker family, but collectively we did not let any of 
those differences “derail us.” 


Laura Shipler Chico, a Quaker from England, gave 

a talk to the Quaker Peace Network in Africa. She 
concluded her talk with these words, which speak to 
me of both the power of daily walking the way of peace 
and as a guide for continuing to hear and embrace our 
Quaker brothers and sisters of all faiths and practices 
in our local meetings, our yearly meetings, our 

region, and around the globe: “Quakers listen — with 
simplicity — for the truth. And when we hear it, we 
walk side by side right into the heart of hurt, the deep 
and frightening darkness, and look for light.” 


...| feel like things really can get this simple. 
Listen. Share our stories. Speak up. Ask 
questions that show our sincere desire to 
understand, as well as to be understood. 


In these times of such complex and big problems, 

it probably sounds rather trite, but I feel like things 
really can get this simple. Listen. Share our stories. 
Speak up. Ask questions that show our sincere desire 
to understand, as well as to be understood. Over and 
over again. It is a daily discipline of compassionate 
conversation: in prayer, in our homes, and in our 
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local meetings and communities. I am a beginner in 
this practice of honest, responsible and empathetic 
sharing. I am learning that the place to start is with 
myself—that there is much to be heard and felt, first 
and foremost, in prayerful silence. My quiet and 
loving Mormon grandfather, who died last year, 
was a natural at this kind of sincere conversation 
(although I suspect he worked hard at it too). 


The earnest will to transparency that I witnessed at 
the World Gathering also reminds me of a poem I 
love by William Stafford called “A Ritual to Read to 
Each Other.” 


Tf you don’t know the kind of person Iam 

and I don’t know the kind of person you are 

a pattern that others made may prevail in the 
world 

and following the wrong god home we may miss 
our star. 


Of course, the idea of Quakers as patient, 
compassionate, radical listeners is nothing new. At 
the World Gathering, and especially among Kenyan 
Friends, I met many Quakers doing and being just this. 
In the issues of Western Friend and Friends Journal, 
I also often read about Friends doing and being just 
this—particularly in the recent issue about prisons 
and restorative justice. And, at the Casa de los Amigos 
in Mexico City, it has been an honor to meet many 
Friends from around the world who have dedicated 
their lives to compassionate and radical listening. 


I wonder if it is time to ask ourselves whether we are 
also called to “walk side by side” with Friends of each 
branch of the Quaker family tree “right into the heart of 
hurt”? Are our historical, cultural, theological, political 
and class divisions the result of “patterns that others 
made”? If you don’t know the kind of Friend I am and 

I don’t know the kind of Friend you are, if we cannot 
hear and feel heard amongst each other as Friends and 
family, do we risk following the wrong god home? 


Jill is a member of Mexico City Meeting in Mexico. 


the Depths of the light 


Brian Martin, Intermountain YM 


Wee I became a Quaker about five years ago, 
one of the primary things that drew me was the 
idea of the Inner Light within each person that can 
be experienced in a direct and meaningful way. My 
understanding of the Light has developed over these 
years through regular worship and reading. During 
the World Conference, my mind was opened to an 
aspect of the Light that I did not yet know. 
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Almost always, when we speak about the 
Light, we talk about its pleasant aspects— 
that it brings joy, understanding, comfort, 
reassurance, and inner strength, among 
other things. And it is my testimony to you 
that the Light does indeed provide these 
things better than anything else I know of. 
But what I learned about the Light shows 
me that experiencing these positive aspects 
is much more attainable and fulfilling than I 
had previously known. 


This is because there is also an unpleasant 
aspect of the Light. Fox and the other early 
Quakers also talked about the Light as 
something that illuminated the darkness 
within ourselves, and that this revealing 
process can be a very challenging experience. 
During the conference, Noah Baker Merrill 
shared a story of two Friends from earlier 
times. A man had been coming to meeting for 
worship for a long time, and would usually 
fall asleep. A young woman Friend stood 

up one day during meeting, pointed at him, 
and said something to the effect of, “You are 
such a typical Quaker. Why do you come 
here? You leave here the same as you came, 
and come the same as you left.” Her words 
shone the Light into an area of darkness for 
him, and he wept. This man then went on to 
become a strong minister for the Gospel, even 
writing a book on the topic. 


Now that I reflect on my experiences in 
Kenya, I see a similar process was at work in 
me. I found within myself the inclination to 
judge some who I met there, and yet I soon 
found those Friends to have a real spiritual 
depth, and I was able to see how I can judge 
too much by external appearances. To a 
lesser degree, this also happened with my 
frustration with the accommodations in 
Kenya. There were many things that were 
more difficult to accomplish in Kenya than 
in the US, and the water and electricity did 
not always work. However, as the World 
Conference continued, I became increasingly 
grateful for when things did work well in 
Kenya, and also for all the conveniences 
I have in the US. I could also see how the 
Kenyan people were able to take such things 
in stride, and continue to smile. 

The lamp of the body is your eye. When 


your eye is clear, then your whole body is 
filled with light. But when it is clouded, 


The Kabarak Call for Peace and Ecojustice 


The Kabarak Call for Peace.and Ecojustice was approved on 

24 April 2012 at the Sixth World Conference Friends, held at 
Kabarak University near Nakuru, Kenya. It is the culmination of 
the FWCC World Consultation on Global Change. 


In past times God’s Creation restored itself. Now humanity 
dominates nature and we must become careful stewards of all life. 
Earthcare unites the traditional Quaker testimonies: peace, equality, 
simplicity, love, integrity, and justice. Jesus said “As you have done 
unto the least... you have done unto me”. We are called to work for 
the peaceable Kingdom of God on the whole earth, in right sharing 
with all peoples. However few our numbers, we are called to be the 
salt that flavours and preserves, to be a light in the darkness of greed 
and destruction. 


We have heard of the disappearing snows of Kilimanjaro and 
glaciers of Bolivia, from which come the life-giving waters. We have 
heard appeals from peoples of the Arctic, Asia and Pacific. We have 
heard of forests cut down, seasons disrupted, wildlife dying; of land 
hunger in Africa; of new diseases, droughts, floods, fires, famine and 
desperate migrations — this climatic chaos is now worsening. There 
are wars and rumors of war, job loss, inequality and violence. We 
fear our neighbors. We waste our children’s heritage. 


All of these are driven by our dominant economic systems — by 
greed not need, by worship of the market, by Mammon and Caesar. 


Is this how Jesus showed us to live? 


e Weare called to see what love can do: to aid the widow and 
orphan, to appeal to consciences and bind the wounds. 


« We are called to teach our children right relationship, to love our 
neighbor as ourselves, to live in harmony with each other and all living 
beings in the earth, waters and sky of our Creator, who asks, “Where 
were you when I laid the foundations of the world?” (Job 38.4) 


« We are called to do justice to all, to repair the damage, and to walk 
humbly with our God, to cooperate lovingly with all who share our 
hopes for the future of the earth. 


+ We are called to be patterns and examples, in a 21st century 
campaign for peace and ecojus- tice, as difficult and decisive as the 
19th century abolition of slavery 


We dedicate ourselves to let the living waters flow through us 

-- where we live, regionally, and in wider world fellowship. We 
dedicate ourselves to the peace that passeth all understanding, to 
the repair of the world, opening our lives and hearts to the Light to 
guide us in each small step. _ 


Bwana asifiwe. Apu Dios Awqui. Gracias Jesus. Jubilé. Salaam 
aleikum. Migwetch. Tikkun olam. Alleluia! 
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then your body is in darkness. So if your whole 
body is filled with light, with no part dark, you will 
be all light as when the lamp illuminates you with 
its beams. 


Luke 11:34-36 (Restored New Testament) 


We cannot come fully into the Light until we let 

it come into these hidden or dark places within 
ourselves. I so often want to reside only in the parts 
of myself that are already illuminated. Staying in this 
safe place may be comfortable for me, but it will also 
lead to stagnation in my own spiritual development. 
Prior to going to the World Conference, I was in a 


| so often want to reside only in the parts of 
myself that are already illuminated. Staying 
in this safe place may be comfortable for me, 
but it will also lead to stagnation in my own 
spiritual development. 


state of spiritual stagnation. I had not felt any sense of 
spiritual connection for the previous four months, and 
going to worship was often difficult. I needed to learn 
this lesson about the Light in order to continue moving 
forward. And this is one of the wonderful things 

about Quakerism: that at any time, any person may 
speak the words that we need to hear, so that we may 
continue to find the Light of God within ourselves. 


Brian is a member of Salt Lake City Meeting in Utah. 


Friends and 


Damon Motz-Storey, Intermountain YM 


t was a beautiful, sun-filled day on the campus of 

Kabarak University in Kenya. I had just finished 
washing my laundry in a bucket of cold water and I 
was heading toward the dining hall for lunch when it 
happened: A tall guy, smiling amiably and wearing a 
suit and tie underneath his nametag, came striding 
up to me like he’d known me his whole life. He told 
me his name was Titus, and he enthusiastically 
grabbed my hand, asked me where I was from 
and handed over a business card with contact 
information for himself and his Yearly Meeting in 
western Kenya. He then bustled off, saying, “May 
God bless you my friend!” All of this happened in 
about sixty seconds. 


This was not an unusual occurrence at FWCC’s 

6th World Gathering of Friends. Every day people 
came up to me and did almost exactly what Titus 
did. In my home group, people regularly offered 
me different phone numbers and email addresses 
belonging to themselves, their sons, daughters and 
other family members. They would often say things 


like, “You would really like talking to my son-in-law, 
he’s about your age!” 


This immediate openness and friendliness took 
some getting used to. Most of the time in America, 
there’s an aura of guilty-until-proven-innocent 

with strangers, and while it can be a safe way of 
interacting with society, it’s also a little isolating. 
East Africans have a very different way of interacting 
with each other. Especially within the setting of 

the World Conference, many locals treat you like a 
neighbor even if they’ve never met you before. 


This neighborly disposition was highly contagious. 
As the conference progressed, it was thrilling to 
witness Quakers from all over the world relaxing 
into an easygoing and friendly attitude and 

greeting Friends whom they've never met as if they 
had known each other for decades. And I think 

it would have been difficult to easily adopt this 
companionable manner had the conference not been 
in Kenya. 


It’s fortunate that this friendly atmosphere was 
present as the conference progressed. A lot of difficult 
topics were discussed in our thread groups and 
plenary sessions. The “Broken Sexuality” thread group 
I participated in was made up of about forty diverse 
Friends that tried to define what ‘broken’ sexuality 
means and how we can heal it. At times, the room got 
tense as Friends discussed whether homosexuality 
was a broken form of sexuality, but I felt that our 
discussion always remained respectful and spirit-led. 
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Another issue came up among the Young Friends 

as we tried to write an epistle. Many Young 

Friends (there were approximately 150 of us at the 
conference) felt a tight-knit sense of community, 
meeting nightly to sing folk songs, play games and 
bond in fellowship with one another. But after two 
very late night epistle-writing sessions, we came 

to the realization that we couldn't find unity on a 
message to send as a group. It was a hard decision to 
make, especially when many Young Friends felt led 
to speak a message. But once again, it felt to me that 
our meetings were respectful and full of the Spirit, 
and even though we didn’t create a message, we 

still enjoyed one another’s company immensely and 
worshipped together in peace. It was profound. 


As I continue to adjust to life back in America, I 
find myself remembering the many Friends who 
approached me at Kabarak just to say a kind word 
or check on how I was doing. Kenyans, Australians, 
Bolivians, Americans and so many others fell into a 
true sense of loving community with one another. 
There were many differences in our styles of 
worship, faith and practice, yet I still felt that every 
person who gathered at the 6th World Conference 
held each and every other Friend in the light at all 
times. May God bless us, my Friends. 


Damon Motz-Storey is a part of Mountain View 
Meeting in Denver. 
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Helen Bruner 
Berkeley Friends Meeting 


FRIENDS FIDUCIARY 


CORPORATION 


Guided by Quaker principles, values and testimonies, we provide prudent, cost-effective management 
of financial assets for Friends meetings and organizations. 


We Offer More Than Just Common Sense 
And Simplicity 


investment Services 
Socially responsible, diversified investment services for 
Quaker meetings and organizations 


Charitable Services 
Planned giving support and administration for the benefit 
of Quaker meetings, organizations and their donors 


Learn more about our professional and low cost solutions 
for your stewardship needs. 


215-241-7272 © www.friendsfiduciary.org 
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THE YOUTH PROGRAM CORNER 


FROM PACIFIC YM’S YOUTH PROGRAM COORDINATOR & SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE 


hanks to the “JYM Bookbag,” reading materials 

are on hand at PYM’s quarterly, yearly, and other 
teen gatherings. Books may be borrowed or taken, 
and teens and others are welcome to add to the bag 
as well. At present, the bag contains various novels, 
storybooks, nonfiction books, and some copies of 
Western Friend, Friends Journal, and Sojourners 
magazine. Leaflets for Friends camps and schools 
are sprinkled in along with puzzle books, DVDs 
and CDs. The Youth Program Coordinator, Alyssa 
Nelson, brings the bag to and from teen gatherings. 


Elizabeth Boardman (Davis Meeting), an inveterate 
reader her whole life, had a vision of books available 
at Quaker teen gatherings. So she decorated a canvas 
bag with bright felt letters and solicited books to fill 
it with. Asked about what motivated her to initiate 
the JYM Bookbag, Elizabeth replied that, “reading 
(and the thinking you can do around it) engages 
people at a depth rarely reached when reading on the 
Internet, and I would like our youth to be encouraged 
to read books.” She adds that “reading also provides 
a useful and healthy break from social interactions; 
some people need such breaks much more often than 
others, even in the middle of Annual Gathering!” 


A number of adult Friends have donated books they 
think would be of interest or should be available 

to teens. Tom Farley (Palo Alto), a longtime youth 
ally in PYM and a Quaker bookseller, has been a 
consistent contributor. Alyssa interviewed Tom 
about his passion for books, storytelling, improv 
theater, and working with young people. 


Alyssa: How did you get involved with the JYM 
Bookbag, and how do you decide what to put in it? 


Tom: When Elizabeth asked me what we should 

put in the bag, I immediately thought, “Aha! Here’s 
a book I’ve taken to summer camp at Ben Lomond 
Quaker Center.” Mostly I’ve picked fiction by Quaker 
authors or with Quaker characters or themes: kids 
trying to do the right thing or make a difference. I 
remember reading Crash by Jerry Spinelli out loud 
one summer, and The Amazing Flight of Darius 
Frobisher by Bill Harley, a Quaker author who 
writes about silence and storytelling. Many of the 
books are bedtime reading at summer camp: chapter 
books that can be finished in seven nights and that 
I’ve picked knowing the interests of a particular 
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camper. You [Alyssa] also asked for books about 
human development, growing up, and gender, so I 
ordered some for my bookstore and gave a few to 
the bag. I’ve also put in books about bullying and 
peer relationships where the characters demonstrate 
Quaker values in action, whether or not they are 
Quaker. I like “wisdom tales,” with or without an 
explicit moral -- ones that make you think. 


Alyssa: What is it that you like about fiction in 
particular? 


Tom: Good fiction makes it possible for the author to 
explore truths and values in a way that makes them 
accessible. Early Quakers didn’t understand this; 

it was an issue of integrity for them. But through 
fiction we can hear stories that deeply explore, for 
example, life in a household with two moms, or the 
experiences of a community where people don’t 
trust kids to be reliable and how those kids change 
the community. No Talking by Andrew Clements, 
for example, is about boisterous fifth graders who 
were inspired create a competition to talk less 

and listen more after they learned about Gandhi 

in social studies. Some books tell the story from 

the point of view of the kid who’s so different, and 
sometimes both the antagonist and the protagonist 
are transformed in the stories. I like books that open 
up questions. 


Tom and his wife Sandy serve on the board of 
Earthlight magazine, and they have been working 
on an earth-care curriculum for First Day Schools. 
Tom has books on service-learning and service in 
his bookstore that he will be bringing to our Youth 
Program’s intergenerational workshop at Quaker 
Center in August, and he and Sandy will also be 
managing the bookstore at PYM’s annual session, 
with books and recordings available for all ages. 


You can reach Alyssa Nelson at pym. 
youthcoordinator@gmail.com. 
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Epistle of the 6th World Conference 
of Friends 


Nakuru, Kenya, April 2012 


To Friends Everywhere, 


We greet you amid the beauty of the Rift Valley, 
surrounded by the welcoming embrace of Kenyan 
Friends. From April 17 to 25, 2012 close to 850 men 
and women from all the streams of Friends, coming 
from 112 yearly meetings and groups in 51 countries 
have gathered at Kabarak University near Nakuru to 
consider the theme “Being Salt and Light: Friends 
Living the Kingdom of God in a Broken World.” 


The colours, songs, movements, rich diversity and 
joyful spirit of Friends here gathered have inspired 
and uplifted us all. We have heard Friends from 
around the world, including several young, prophetic 
voices, speak on the theme. They gave a wide variety 
of interpretations of salt and light in a biblical 
context and also in how we can apply its meaning to 
life in our world today. 


The call that brought us together was to be salt and 
light as we live out the Kingdom of God. We received 
this call with a real sense of urgency in these times of 
natural disasters, violence, global change, and unequal 
access to basic needs. We have been reminded that we 
are sometimes too preoccupied with being heavenly 
to be useful on Earth. We see this as a challenge to 
not detach ourselves from the wider society in hope 
that this will bring us closer to God. Rather, we need 
to be present and engaged in our communities, while 
remaining attentive to the Still, Small Voice, in order 
to allow the Spirit to work through us. 


‘The Religious Society of Friends--the Friends 
Church-- is about nothing if it is not about 
transformation’ in the words of one of our speakers. 
As Friends we feel called to try to return to the 
conviction and simple faith of our Quaker ancestors 
and their transformed lives, so that we may once 
again become a prophetic people, speaking to God’s 
purposes in these times. 


We first have to look inward, both as individuals 
and as a religious society. Can we end our internal 
strife? Can we reach out in love to one another as 
Jesus commanded? We may not understand liberal/ 
evangelical/programmed/unprogrammed Friends 
but we are Friends. The diversity of Friends at this 
conference has provided us with an opportunity to 


live out our testimonies to equality and truth. Our 
ability to do so has been put to the test. We found 
ourselves reluctant to go beyond polite acceptance and 
avoidance of difference. We are not united in all of our 
attitudes and beliefs, yet we choose to come together 
to listen, to share, and to hear things we may find 
uncomfortable and upsetting. As we choose to seek 
connection in the midst of our differences, we witness 
the power of God to bless and heal. We may not always 
understand each other fully, but we are united in our 
yearning for transformation. We are united in God. 


We live in a broken world. We were moved to realise 
that so many of us here carry a sense of grief, loss, 
failure or hurt. We were forced to recognise the 
brokenness in us and in our Religious Society. A 
speaker challenged us to consider that brokenness 
may also be opportunity. We are uncomfortable 
with feeling brokenness and seeing it around us, yet 
from it we gain strength, empathy and compassion. 
Rather than trying to heal our brokenness as quickly 
as possible, we challenge ourselves - and Friends 
everywhere - to consider what God’s plan could be for 
a hurting individual, and for a hurting community. 


We know that the Kingdom is come and coming. We 
pray that we may experience the Kingdom of God 
within ourselves here and now, so that we may live 
it more fully in transforming this world. In this we 
anticipate the everlasting Kingdom, in which the 
world will be made whole. 


Here in Kenya, we remember the post-election 
violence that shook this nation in 2008, and the 
courageous stance taken by our brothers and 
sisters. We invite all Friends to join us in prayer for 
Kenyan Friends who are working even now for the 
prevention of conflict, and for their whole nation as 
their elections approach. We pray also for all people 
facing conflict and violence in the world. 


Early on in our time together, we were asked the 
same question that God asked Elijah on Sinai: 
“What are you doing here?” In the latter half of the 
conference we have considered many queries that 
have come out of our work together in small groups. 
Each of these queries asks, in one way or another, 
“What will you do after you leave here?” We bear 
these queries with us, as they are for all Friends to 
discern how God is leading. 


The inward voice of Christ Jesus is what will answer 
these questions for us. May we be faithful in listening 
to that voice once we have returned from this 
gathering. As Christ leads all of us, we can become the 
salt of the Earth and the light of our broken world. 
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Epistle of the 2012 

Pacific Northwest Quaker Women’s 
Theology Conference 

June 13-17, 2012 


Greetings to Friends Everywhere- 


Grace permeated our days and wove the variegated 
fibers of our lives together into a tapestry of light and 
love much like the quilts that surrounded us in our 
meeting space at the 2012 Pacific Northwest Quaker 
Women’s Theology Conference. We gathered on 
June 13, 2012, at the Menucha Conference Center 
above the Columbia River near Corbett, Oregon, 
around the theme of Inviting, Contemplating, 

and Enacting Grace. Prior to the conference each 
participant wrote a short essay in response to the 
theme. The conversation among us began as we read 
each other’s papers online and throughout our time 
together. We came with differing experiences among 
Friends and other faith traditions, some excited, 
others tentative about what we would hear, and feel, 
and do together. We came yearning for community, 
a place to feel at home. We came knowing we would 
be challenged to listen deeply, to learn to open 

and stretch, hoping the effort would yield deeper 
understanding and add new patterns and textures to 
our tapestry of grace as we were woven together. 


Thursday morning we received a message from 
Ashley Wilcox on Inviting Grace. Ashley opened with 
her admission of love for the Apostle Paul. Drawing 
from Acts 9 she showed us that sometimes we invite 
grace through doing the completely wrong thing. We 
can also invite grace into our lives by accepting and 
giving loving acts and living words. Darla Samuelson 
taught us how to use specific disciplines to create 

a space for grace to touch the pain of shame that is 
common in human experience. 


Friday morning Cherice Bock led us through a 
contemplation of grace through a word study. She 
asked the provocative question, “Do we have to 

feel guilty to receive grace?” In answer to her own 
question, she proposed that grace is an undeserved 
gift with no strings attached. Cherice concluded that 
grace is active, social, and enduring. 


As stewards of grace when we extend grace to others 
we receive grace into our own lives and are further 
called to extend grace in this world. Christine Hall 
continued by saying that in contemplating grace we 
are swept up in a love that connects us to God, one 
another, creation, and divine mystery. She finished 
with a quote from Thomas Merton stating that 
through contemplation we “see through the illusion 
of our separateness.” 
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Saturday, responding to the theme Enacting Grace, 
Carol Urner challenged us to say “yes” to leadings 
even when we do not know where our “yes” will lead 
us. In that “yes” there is a river of light that will flow 
through us and sustain us. Elenita Bales followed and 
reminded us that that the word “enact” contains “act.” 
She encouraged us to develop a rhythm of faithfulness 
in speaking the truths that emerge from our souls, and 
to risk vulnerability that we may become a channel of 
change. Quoting historic Quaker Ann Wilson, Elenita 
asked, “What wilt thou do in the end?” 


Afternoon workshops presented a variety of ways 
we can nourish our lives and create an opening for 
grace. In Writing as Spiritual Practice we explored 
several ways to begin and be faithful to our own 
spiritual writing. A workshop on the Bible revealed 
that in spite of feelings about Scripture, ranging from 
anger through love, the group had an interesting and 
respectful discussion. In a session entitled Speaking 
Holy Boldness participants considered viewpoints 
and experiences that made clear that prophetic 
witness is alive and well in our yearly meetings. 
Another group shared the different practices, such 
as movement, meditation, prayer, and visualization 
they use to hold others in the Light. In a session 
entitled The Hard Stuff women from different yearly 
meetings responded to questions that had been 
submitted in writing earlier. Participants engaged 

in respectful discussion that acknowledged our 
differences while encouraging understanding and 
acceptance. One workshop focused on listening 

and care committees and offered guidelines and 
tools on how to support others through suffering. 
Judy Maurer shared her experiences and reflections 
on teaching, listening, worshipping, and working 

on social justice issues in Russia. Christine Hall 
introduced Way of the Spirit, an opportunity to 
engage in contemplative study through a new 
program in the Pacific Northwest. 


Evening activities provided opportunities to further 
be woven together in our tapestry of community.. 
Thursday evening Roena Oesting, dressed and 
speaking as Elizabeth Fry, recounted major events 
from “Betsy's” life as written in her journals. We 
expressed gratitude for the way Elizabeth Fry’s work 
in prisons started a pattern of prison reform work 
among Friends that continues today. On Early Friday 
evening we listened to the experiences of those 

who attended the FWCC Sixth World Conference of 
Friends in Kenya. Their exchanges were fruitful, rich 
and full, though sometimes difficult. As we heard 
their stories we could sense that there, too, they were 
held by grace. Later, we danced, sang, played Hearts 
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fiercely, worked on a HUGE puzzle, and created art. 
All these allowed for new openings into one another’s 
hearts and connections through joyful exchanges. 


Throughout the conference threads of conversations 
at meals, home groups, over the puzzle, or on hikes 
further wove us together in beauty and grace. It was 
an amazing gift to sit at a meal and turn to a stranger 
and feel no awkwardness. On Sunday morning we 
were gathered together for a final hour of worship 
in which Nancy Thomas brought us the challenge to 
carry gratitude with us in response to God’s grace. 
We came here to be ourselves and left affirmed in 
our appreciation for and joy in the deepening cross- 
yearly meeting friendship; that is grace. Borrowing 
a sentiment from Carol Urner, we have to finish, but 
we have not yet begun. 


Dear Friends: 


At a Western Friend-sponsored talk at Boulder Friends 
Meeting in May, inspired by Robert Griswold’s article 
in the March issue, Griswold and others spoke of a 
weakness among Friends, and called for accountability 
so we could reunite and be world-changers again. As 
soon as Griswold said “eldering,” however, I thought: 
“We're going to have a problem here.” 


Now, the issue Griswold began with is, to me, quite 
real. Quakers seem scattered- and, as he also said, 
seem fairly at ease in today’s society, which isn’t 
necessarily good. Quakers can be like-minded (the 
Prius proliferation is a good example) but I’d suggest 
that the Religious Society was, is, and should be 
more than a lifestyle. 


How do we get beyond Quakerism-as-Trend, 
however? My thoughts: 


1.“Eldering” as a term is right out. That word has too 
much bitter baggage. “Accountability” works, but I 
prefer “mentoring.” 


Mentoring by the Spirit is best, leaving it to the Light to 
guide our needy Friend directly. It’s often worked for 
me. If that fails, we might try mentoring by example 
next, by words after that, and by conformity, never. 


If Quakers like Susan B. Anthony had followed 
conformity and the eldering that came with it, we 
would not have had Quakers leading the abolitionist 
and woman’s suffrage movements; well-eldered 
Quakers seldom make history. On the other hand, 
James Nayler sorely needed some mentoring. 


If you didn’t know Anthony was a Quaker or don’t 
know who Nayler was, period, consider this: if 

Friends don’t talk about Quaker history and belief, 
then Quaker identity is something of a blank slate, 
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and a blank slate is an invitation to write one’s own 
story and agenda. This would lead to scattering and 
to massive confusion! We’re pretty good at talking 
about the “whats” of our actions, but we have to talk 
about the whys as well. 


Which brings us to our ultimate Why: we are indeed 
accountable, but not to any human-established 
religious hierarchy. We answer directly to the Spirit, 
and the Light is our leader. This is why Quakers have 
tried to practice discernment, not consensus. Or, 
another way, just because anyone can be right does 
not mean that everyone is right (especially if they 
agree with us). 


Following the Light would gather us. We can help 
each other find the Light, but we must remember 
that we might be the ones who need the helping. 


Paul Christiansen 


Eastside Friends Meeting 
Bellevue, WA 


To Friends Everywhere: 


Palo Alto Friends Meeting (Quakers) is united in 
supporting the SAFE California initiative on the 
November 2012 ballot and encourages all California 
voters to join us in voting for it. This initiative would 
end the death penalty in California, which we see 

as one essential step in transforming our criminal 
justice system into one that promotes healing, 
reconciliation, and righting the harm done by 
perpetrators of violence. 


However, due to Friends’ core message that we seek 
to communicate with “that of God in everyone,” 

and due to our 350-year history of interactions with 
criminal justice systems around the world, we are 
troubled that the SAFE California initiative falls far 
short of the transformations we seek in this sphere of 
human relationship. 


We agree that saving public funds is a positive result 
that will follow from ending the death penalty. 
However, we see this result as far less important 
than other goals we hold for criminal justice reform. 
Even after passing the SAFE California initiative, 
much work will need to be done to create a criminal 
justice system that offers safety, reconciliation, 

real justice, and hope to all Californians. This work 
includes reforming the practice of “life in prison 
without possibility of parole” and ending the practice 
of indefinite solitary confinement. We seek instead 
the provision of: effective rehabilitation programs 
for offenders, the basic material and intellectual 
goods necessary to support the human dignity of 
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all residents of our prisons and jails, the particular 
goods and programs needed for the well-being of 
youth and the mentally ill in our prisons and jails, 
effective opportunities for victims and offenders 

to reconcile, and procedures for overcoming the 
tendency of legal judgments to be warped by 
irrelevant factors like race and county of residence. 


We encourage Friends and all Californians to 

study the complex issues that hinder our state’s 
achievement of a truly “SAFE California” and to 
continue supporting criminal justice reforms beyond 
November 2012. To learn more, please see: 


http://afsc.org/goal/healing-justice 
http://www.californiapeopleoffaith.org/ 
http://www.deathpenalty.org/ 
http://fclca.org/policies.html#justice 


On behalf of Palo Alto Friends Meeting, 


Eric Sabelman 
Acting Co-Clerk 


THE EARLY QUAKERS AND THE KINGDOM OF GoD: 
PEACE, TESTIMONY AND REVOLUTION 

BY GERARD GUITON 

INNER LIGHT Books, 505 pp. 

HARDCOVER $45 PAPER $25 


pees are sometimes surprised to learn that 

not all Christian faiths are so focused on the 
salvation of the individual’s soul and, therefore, on 
the “person” of Christ as the sole agent able to punch 
that ticket. 


In the 1650’s, Fox and Friends developed a 
Christianity that was not Christo-centric but Kingdom- 
centric, and the purpose of this book is to tell us about 
this faith and practice that prepared people to live in 
and grow the Kingdom, now, in The World. 


To be sure, these Friends affirmed eternal life but 
said that what they were led to do on this side of 

the grave was necessary to take them beyond. They 
said The World could be saved—the Powers could be 
redeemed—and that Christ would guide them, with 
this faith and practice, to bring it about. This meant 
living out the Sermon on the Mount, together, in a 
way that Protestantism said was “for later.” 


The “Kingdom of Heaven” on Earth, then, was at the 
center of their faith and practice, while Protestants 
said the “Kingdom” described either a post-mortem 
phenomenon or their own church establishment. 
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Additionally, Friends said the Bible had its place, an 
important place, but that the “Word of God” was in 
the “ears” of those who, called and supported by The 
Light, developed the discernment to hear and the 
courage to submit. 


These people, whose obedience testified to their 
love of God, said they had thus come to love their 
neighbors as themselves, and that others also do it— 
through convincement and perfection in The Light. 


After explaining and elaborating on this with a 
stunning mastery of original documents, Friend 
Guiton tells us what we did not realize: that we might 
rightfully mourn, with Friend Fell, at our unwitting 
thievery. 


We might also plead mitigation, citing the extent 
to which Christo-centric Protestant notions have 
entered the Society since 1660 and reshaped this 
faith and practice in its own image. 


Regardless, more than 400 pages cannot be 

done justice in these few words. Not even the 
comprehensive Overview and Epilogue (50 pages) 
are up that task. 


Quakers were not Protestants. They heard that 

more was required of them than agonizing over the 
predestined fate of their own souls. Rather, each was 
called to stand in the Light, to see what it revealed 
and, through the power, to have all contrary to God’s 
nature burned away. Thus they were equipped to live 
out the Sermon together, in the Life, in the Kingdom 
that, it is written, “is” and “is becoming.” 


Strong Stuff. 
No wonder they quaked. 


Timothy Travis is a member of Bridge City Meeting 
in Portland. He blogs at onequakertake.blogspot.com. 


Documentary 


BROKEN ON ALL SIDES: 
RACE, MAss INCARCERATION, 
AND NEW VISIONS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN THE U.S. 


n April, Germantown Monthly Meeting’s Mass 

Incarceration Working Group of its Racial Justice 
Committee sponsored a screening of Broken on 
All Sides: Race, Mass Incarceration, and New 
Visions for Criminal Justice, followed by a panel 
presentation that included the filmmaker Matthew 
Pillischer, several formerly incarcerated men, and a 
Quaker prison chaplain who works in Philadelphia. 
Originally conceived as a short film on overcrowding 
in Philadelphia prisons, Broken on All Sides 
documents the devastating conditions, causes and 
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impacts of mass incarceration. 
The film alternates interview 

clips with Michelle Alexander, 
author of The New Jim Crow, 
other prison activists and sobering 
statistics with photographs and 
incisive commentary in drawings 
by Leonard C. Jefferson, a man 
incarcerated in Pennsylvania. 


Some of statistics cited include: 
“The U.S. represents only 5% of 
the world’s population, but 25% 
of the prison population. Rates of 
incarceration have grown 500% 
since the inception of the ‘tough 
on crime’ era begun in the early 
1970s and escalated in the early 
80s. More African Americans are 
under correctional control today 
than were enslaved in 1850.” 
After the film one of the formerly 
incarcerated men said, “This isn’t 
the new Jim Crow, this is the old 
Jim Crow, just with a ribbon on it 
and dressed up differently.” 


The interview clips with Michelle 
Alexander chronicle the strategic 
decision to create the war on 
drugs as a response to white 
uneasiness with the gains made 
during the Civil Rights movement. 
She says, “President Reagan 
officially declared his drug war in 
1982 at a time when drug crime 
was in decline, not on the rise. It 
was about racial politics, not drug 
crime. But they got lucky and a 
couple of years after the drug war 
was declared, crack hit the streets, 
first in LA, then in communities of 
color across America. The Reagan 
administration seized on this 
development with glee, actually 
hiring staff whose job it was to 
publicize inner city crack babies, 
crack dealers, the so called crack 
whores in an effort to build public 
support for a drug war it had 
already declared. The plan worked 
like a charm.” 


Toward the end of the film images 
of overcrowded prisons are 
overlain with images of enslaved 


Africans chained and crowded into 
slaves ships. The juxtaposition 
powerfully conveys the calculation, 
dehumanization and malice which 
underlies the current United 
States criminal justice system. 

At the beginning of the film, 
Khalid Abdul Rasheed, a formerly 
incarcerated prison activist, says, 
“People of conscience, people 

of spirituality, forthright people 
should understand the nature of 
the society and the victimization of 
the poor here.” 


This film is an effective tool in 
demonstrating the way mass 
incarceration has replicated 
enslavement in the U.S. and offers 
practical steps for what individuals 
and groups, including meetings, 
can do about it. 


Lucy Duncan is the American 
Friends Service Committee’s 
Friends Liaison. She edits AFSC’s 
blog, “Acting In Faith”: http:// 
www.afsc.org/friends. Learn 
more about the documentary at 
http://brokenonallsides.com/ 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


Does your Meeting have a 
memorial minute to share? 
Please email it to editor@ 
westernfriend.org. It will be 
published as space allows. 


Calvin “Cal” Edinger 
Orange Grove Meeting 
1916-2012 


Samuel Calvin Edinger died on 
February 9, 2012 in Whittier, 
California at 95 years of age. 


Cal was born in Van Nuys, 
California on December 1, 1916 to 
Paul Frederick Edinger and Julia 
Augusta Halling (both of Iowa) and 
grew up in Monrovia and Sanger, 
California. He graduated from 
Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte High 
School, Pasadena City College, 


received a Bachelor’s Degree from 
the University of California Los 
Angeles and a master’s degree from 
Cal State Los Angeles. He met Ruth 
Esther Hundley at Quaker Meadow 
camp during World War II and they 
were married on October 5, 1944 at 
First Friends Church of Whittier. 


Cal taught special education in 

Los Angeles City Schools and in 
the Alhambra City School District 
(Century High School). He spent 
many years at La Casa Community 
Center in San Gabriel helping young 
people obtain their GEDs. His 
dedication to youth finished with a 
long period of volunteer service to 
Pacific Ackworth Friends School in 
Temple City. 


Cal was born into a Methodist 
tradition, but was a long-time 
member of Whitleaf Monthly 
Meeting of Friends and of Orange 
Grove Monthly Meeting of Friends. 
He performed his alternative 
service as a conscientious objector 
during World War II, undergoing 
sleep deprivation experiments and 
performing drafting and firefighting 
tasks for the U.S. Forest Service 

in Glendora, California. He was 
active as a volunteer with, and 
supporter of, a number of Friends 
organizations such as the American 
Friends Service Committee, Pacific 
Yearly Meeting of Friends, and 
Friends Committee on Legislation 
of California. He visited prisoners 
at Terminal Island Federal 
Correctional Institution for many 
years and was active with the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Samuel Calvin Edinger is survived 
by: his brother, James Gilbert 
Edinger of Big Sur, California; son, 
Paul Frederick; son, David Howard; 
daughter, Linda Ann Flournoy; 
and daughter, Susan Edinger 
Marshall. He is also survived by 
eight grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Ruth Esther 
Edinger (d. 2004). 
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New from 
Inner Light Books 


“Thoroughly researched and footnot- 
ed, The Early Quakers and the ‘King- 
dom of God’ contributes to our under- 
standing of early Friends through a 
lively integration of biblical theology, 
religious history, personal conviction 
and social vision. Gerard Guiton’s 
work is not detached academics but 
engaged scholarship that passionately 
invites us to ‘seek first the kingdom 
of heaven’ in early Quaker testimony 
— and in the circumstances of our 
own lives.” —Doug Gwyn, author of 
Apocalypse of the Word 


send a copy to every meeting in the 
country. The book is packed with re- 
vealing detail with new insights on 
almost every page. You have given 
us a splendid systematic theology of 
early Quakerism. I am also greatly en- 
couraged, because the model of early 
Quakerism I have always operated 
on is almost identical to what you 
have shown the reality to be.“ —John 
Punshon, author of Portrait in Grey, 
Encounter with Silence and Testimony 
and Tradition 


To Order: The Early Quakers and the 
‘Kingdom of God’ 
ISBN 978-0-9834980-2-5 (hardcover) $45 
ISBN 978-0-9834980-3-2 (paperback) $25 
ISBN 978-0-9834980-4-9 (e-book) $12.50 


www.innerlightbooks.com 
Or write to: Editor, Inner Light Books, 54 
Lapidge Street, SanFrancisco,CA94110,USA 


“If | had a trust behind me I would | 
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January 18-20th 2013 
Camas Friends Church 
NurseryOfTruth.com 


Where crushing poverty meets 


Hope.. Gnd we are all 


| Right Sharing of 
World Resources 


Providing grants in support of women’s 
dev elopment projects in south India, 
Sierra Leone and Friends in Kenya 


Man Neste! YSWT OTL 


T wauh to subscribe to Wester Friend! 


Name: 


changed. 
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Vintage Books. Rare and out- 
of-print Quaker journals, history, 
religion. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden 
Rowe St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: books@vintagebooks1.com. 
www.vintagequakerbooks.com. 


Treat yourself to a 
year of inspiring and 
provocative Quaker 
news and perspectives. 
Read Friends Journal. 
Free articles online, 
annual subscriptions from $25. To 
order: (800) 471-6863 or 


www.friendsjournal.org 


) PENDLE HILL 


Pamphlets are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought and 
spirituality, readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six pamphlets/ 
year for $25 (US.) Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously 
by Pendle Hill, including pamphlets 
by Warren Ostrom, Marge Abbott, 
Robert Griswold and Steve Smith. 
800-742-3150 x2 or 
bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


! Address: 


mas, OR! Save $5 and a ra 
Wad ia 
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Letters from Lillian The Tract Association of Friends The 
In this new book, Elizabeth (founded 1816) 


Boardman gives a vibrant picture of 
faith and practice among modern 
liberal Friends. A easy read with a bit 
of plot, it is perfect for the curious 
who wonder what we Quakers are all 
about. $10.00 at Amazon. 


Quaker Life 


A Publication of Friends United Meeting 


Quaker Life—informing and 
equipping Friends around the 
world. Free sample available upon 
request. Join our family of Friends 
for one year (6 issues) at $26/print, 
$20/digital. For information contact 
Quaker Life, 101 Quaker Hill Drive 
Richmond, IN 47374. 

Ph: 765-962-7573 

Email: quakerlife@fum.org 
Website: www.fum.org 


Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
invites members of monthly 
meetings to come live, worship, 
study, and work in our 80 acres 
of California redwood forest as 
our Friend(s) in Residence for 6 
weeks to 6 months. During an 
average of 15 hours per week, the 
Friend(s) in Residence would 


® elder for our morning worship 

® lead weekly a discussion group 

® help with hospitality and on-call 
duties 

" participate in weekly shared 
work with our small staff 

® be reimbursed for all food costs 

® be invited to Participate in any 
Quaker Center programs during 
residency 


Find out more at www. 


quakercenter.org or call Co- 
Directors, Kathy or Bob Runyan, 
at 831-336-8333 


Offers pamphlets and books on 
Quaker faith and practice, Friends’ 
calendars and pocket calendars. 


1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 
19102-1403; phone: 215-579-2752; 


e-mail: tafl816@verizon.net; 
http://www.tractassociation.org/ 


Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
has a new annual pass for 
meetings to send one person to 


each Quaker Center program for 


one year from the date of purchase 


for just $1000. 


Friends may also join us in the 
Santa Cruz mountain redwoods 
for: 

§ personal retreats 

§€ family reunions 

# weddings 

§ group rentals 


For more information call 831- 
336-8333 or visit 


Www. quakercenter. org 


Santa Fe Guest Apartment 
Charming, affordable, with 
kitchenette at our historic adobe 
Canyon Road Meetinghouse. 
Convenient to galleries and 
downtown. Pictures at www. 
santa-fe.quaker.org. Reservations: 
friendsguestapartment@gmail.com 
or 505 983 7241. 

Ale aye aie ae te aye ays jonas 
Seattle Quaker House at University 
Friends Meeting. Self-service 
overnight accommodations. 
Free parking/ Wi-Fi. Microwave/ 
refrigerator/teapot. Close to 
University of Washington/shops/ 
downtown buses. $40-50. 206-632- 
9839. quakerhouse.sea@gmail.com. 


Woolman 
Semester 


Friends 
high school 
intensive 


Interdependent studies of 


peace, justice & sustainability 


Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning 
trips 
Call 530-273-3183 to 
find out more. 


www.woolman.org 


Consider the Arizona Friends 
Community for your next, or your 
second, home. 360 degree mountain 
views, 4,000 ft. elevation, often 
near-perfect weather. Write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis 
Obispo Dr., Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Ph.#937.728.9887. Website: www. 


arizonafriends.com. 


Western Friend 2012 
Advertising Rates 


10% discount on three consecutive 
ads; 25% discount on eight 
consecutive ads. 


Classified ads: $.50 per word. 
Minimum charge $15. Add a box 
around it for 10% extra, 25% extra 
for color. Include a logo for $10. 
Display ads: $20 per column inch. 
1/3 page: $150; 1/2 page, $200, 
full page, $350. Add 10% for spot, 
25% for full color. Get special rates 
on standard display ad sizes, too. 
Details online at WesternFriend. 
org or call/email Kathy Hyzy at 
503.956.4709 / 


editor@westernfriend.org 


Whale Head Beach. Photo by Chris Willard, Tacoma Friends Meeting, Washington 


